
Board Highlights

This is a summary of school board 
business from the June 9, 2008 Puyallup 
School Board meeting. Items summarized 
below include action taken and district 
reports and presentations.

Retiring employees honored 
Each year, the school board honors 
retiring district employees with a special 
board recognition and reception.
The recognition program began with a 
performance by the Ballou Junior High 
School Jazz Choir, directed by Dan 
Davison. The choir received a certifi cate 
of appreciation for its performance.
Superintendent Tony Apostle’s Cabinet 
members and district principals then 
outlined each of the retiree’s years of 
service and asked family members and 
friends to stand during their recognitions. 
This year’s 20 retirees have more than 
400 years of combined service in the 
Puyallup School District.
For a complete list of this year’s retiring 
staff members, additional photos from the 
board meeting, and a link to a compilation 
of the retirees’ accomplishments, visit 
the Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page under District Headlines, click More 
District News. 

The 2007-08 retiring district employees received certificates, flowers, 
and pins during the school board meeting. To view more photos of  the 
retiree celebration, see the reverse side of  this issue of  Board Highlights 
and visit the district Web site.

The Peer Support Network was formed 
fi ve years ago to provide opportunities 
for minority employees in the district 
to share experiences and promote the 
district’s work pertaining to diversity and 
multicultural education. The group meets 
once a month with Apostle and Executive 
Director of Diversity Affairs Gerald 
Denman.

Superintendent delivers 2008-09 
budget message
Apostle presented his 2008-09 Puyallup 
School District budget message. In 
preparing the budget, Apostle considered 
three priorities: Adding new programs 
and strategically using resources to best 
support and sustain student achievement; 
proactively anticipating future needs; 
and being fi nancially accountable to 
taxpayers. “Our district’s highest goal is to 

Firgrove teacher receives Peer 
Support Inspirational Award 

The Puyallup School 
Board presented the 
second annual Peer 
Support Inspirational 
Award to Angelo 
Mills, a teacher at 
Firgrove Elementary 
School. Apostle 
presented Mills with 
an engraved plaque. 

continue to increase student achievement, 
and this recommended budget refl ects the 
prioritization of resources in support of that 
goal,” Apostle wrote in his budget message. 
The budget accommodates a projected 
increase of 98 students in 2008-09.

The fi rst of two public hearings on the 
budget was held Monday night. The 
second public hearing is scheduled 
August 11, with board action expected to 
follow.

 In other business the board:
•  Held a fi rst reading on new instructional 

materials for grades 11 and 12 
chemistry and physics, and grades 7-12 
literacy. A second reading is scheduled 
for the next regular school board 
meeting on Monday, June 23. The 
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. at Ballou 
Junior High School, 9916 136th St. E. 
in Puyallup.

Angelo Mills
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Puyallup School District after each 
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Administrative Staff Resignation
Dan Hull, Assistant Director, Career and 
Technical Education, ESC

Certifi cated Staff Resignations
Kara Hagman, Teacher, Edgerton
Karla Kauzlarich, Vocational Education 
Teacher, Walker HS
Ben Riipi, Special Education KITE 
Teacher, Puyallup HS
Cooper Sherry, Choir Teacher, Stahl JH
Kristina Vanaman, Special Education 
Teacher, Pope and Hunt
Virginia Wilcox, Instructional Coach, 
Meeker

Human Resources Activity
Certifi cated Staff Retirement
Loni Thoreson, French-Spanish Teacher, 
Emerald Ridge HS

Classifi ed Staff Recommendation
Melissa Brassard, Secretary to the 
Director, Assessment and Accountability

Classifi ed Staff Resignations
Lori Couch, Special Education WALT 
Paraeducator, Ballou JH
Alexis Perkins, Special Education DD-
BD Paraeducator, Rogers HS
Rudolph Talik, District Patrol, Facilities

Classifi ed Staff Retirement
Beth Thomas, Special Education DD-
SAIL Paraeducator, Kalles JH



Board recognizes students for achievements
During District Highlights, the board 
recognized the following students for 
recent accomplishments:
McKenzie Dent, a sixth grader in the 
QUEST program for highly capable 
students at Zeiger Elementary. Dent was 
recently selected as a national winner in a 
literacy contest hosted by the U.S. Library 
of Congress and Target Corporation.
Dent entered Letters About Literature, 
an annual contest that invites students 
in grades four through 12 to read a book 
and write a personal letter to the author. 
Students are asked to explain how the 
work changed their way of thinking about 
the world or themselves.
Dent’s entry was one of six winning 
letters out of nearly 60,000 submissions, 
and one of two in the awards category that 
honored students in grades four through 
six. She received a $500 Target gift card 
and a $10,000 grant for a local library. 
Dent selected the Glacier View Junior 
High library as the recipient of the grant. 
The school is under construction and 
scheduled to open in September. Dent will 
be among the school’s fi rst students when 
she enters her seventh-grade year this fall.
Glacier View Junior High Principal 
Mark Vetter thanked the student for her 
generosity and invited her to read her 
letter to the board. A copy of that letter 
and more about the award is on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the Home page under District headlines, 
click More District News.

Hayden Vargison, a sophomore at Rogers 
High School. Vargison has been working 
this spring in his Materials Technology 
Class to create a pair of oversized scissors 
to be used in district ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies.
The wooden scissors will be used this fall 
at the Glacier View and Aylen junior high 
school dedication ceremonies.

National award winner McKenzie Dent (second from right) joins (from 
left) her parents, Julie and Daniel, her sisters, Kassidy and Macie, and 
Glacier View Junior High Principal Mark Vetter during a recognition at 
the board meeting.
His teacher, Jon Cerio, advised him on the 
project and was on hand during the board 
meeting to help recognize the student’s 
craftsmanship. Vargison presented the 
scissors to School Board Vice President 
Greg Heath.

Summer “Letty” 
Lovex, a senior 
at Puyallup High 
School. Lovex took 
fi rst place in the 
national Japanese 

speech 
competi-
tion last 
month in 
Irvine, 
California. Lovex won a 
$1,000 scholarship and an 
all-expense-paid trip to Tokyo, 
Japan, where she will represent 
the United States July 20 in the 
international Japanese speech 
contest. Lovex earned the right 
to compete on a national level 
after winning fi rst place in her 
division in Washington state. 
This is the second year in a 
row that she has won the state 
Japanese speech contest. She 
will attend college in Waseda, 
Japan. 

2007-08 retirees recognized for years of service

Summer Lovex

Rogers High sophomore Hayden Vargison was 
recognized for creating a pair of  oversized 
scissors used in ribbon cutting ceremonies.

Photos clockwise from top left: School Board Vice President Greg Heath presents a certificate of  recognition 
to retiree Jim Hunt; Director Bruce Dammeier congratulates retiree Leska Wetterauer, executive director of  
student learning, K-12; and the Ballou Junior High School Jazz Choir, under the direction of  Dan Davison, sing 
in honor of  the 20 retiring district employees.


